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way is to have good health care policy ema-
nating out of Washington and another is to
keep taxes low. And that’s what we're going
to do. So thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:27 a.m. at Man
& Machine, Inc. Participating in the discussion
were Mark B. McClellan, visiting senior fellow,
AEI-Brookings Joint Center for Regulatory Stud-
ies; Mike Kostinsky, owner, and Debbie Couch,
manager, Sorrento of Arbutus; Clifton Broumand,
president and chief executive officer, and Lenny
Merryman, operations manager, Man & Machine,
Inc.; and Phyllis Burlage, owner, and Lori
Emmert, office manager, Burlage & Associates.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
the Import Safety Working Group
July 18, 2007

The American people expect their Govern-
ment to work tirelessly to make sure con-
sumer products are safe. And that is precisely
what my administration is doing.

I've called together key members of my
Cabinet to review the procedures in place,
the regulations in place, the practices in place
to make sure that our food supply remains
the safest in the world. The world is chang-
ing, and in order to make sure that we can
continue to have the confidence of our con-
sumers, that we will continually review prac-
tices and procedures to assure the American
consumer.

And so I've asked Mike Leavitt, the Sec-
retary of HHS, to lead a task group that will
report back to me in 60 days on a strategy
that will review procedures in place and reg-
ulations in place to make sure that theyre
meeting the needs of a changing world; that
part of our strategy is we work with our coun-
tries from which we import goods to make
sure that their procedures and practices will
give us comfort. And finally, we’ll be working
with companies that import goods from
around the world to make sure that their
practices meet the high standards that we set
for the United States.

This is a serious issue—food safety and
consumer safety is a serious issue. We take
it seriously, and we spend a lot of time on
it in this administration. So, Michael, I want
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to thank you very much for taking on this
task force. It’s important for the American
people to know their Government is on top
of the situation and constantly reviewing pro-
cedures and practices. So thank you.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Executive Order 13439—
Establishing an Interagency Working
Group on Import Safety

July 18, 2007

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and to ensure that
the executive branch takes all appropriate
steps to promote the safety of imported prod-
ucts, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment of Interagency
Working Group on Import Safety. The Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services shall
establish within the Department of Health
and Human Services for administrative pur-
poses only an Interagency Working Group
on Import Safety (Working Group).

Sec. 2. Membership and Operation of
Working Group.

(a) The Working Group shall consist exclu-
sively of the following members, or their des-
ignees who shall be officers of the United
States appointed by the President or mem-
bers of the Senior Executive Service:

(i) the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, who shall serve as Chair;
(ii) the Secretary of State;
(iii) the Secretary of the Treasury;
(iv) the Attorney General;
(v) the Secretary of Agriculture;
(vi) the Secretary of Commerce;
(vii) the Secretary of Transportation;
(viii) the Secretary of Homeland Security;
(ix) the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget;
(x) the United States Trade Representa-
tive;
(xi) the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency;
(xii) the Chairman of the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission; and
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(xiii) other officers or full-time or perma-
nent part-time employees of the
United States, as determined by the
Chair, with the concurrence of the
head of the department or agency
concerned.

(b) The Chair shall convene and preside
at meetings of the Working Group, deter-
mine its agenda, and direct its work. The
Chair may establish and direct subgroups of
the Working Group, as appropriate to deal
with particular subject matters, that shall
consist exclusively of members of the Work-
ing Group. The Chair shall designate an offi-
cer or employee of the Department of
Health and Human Services to serve as the
Executive Secretary of the Working Group.
The Executive Secretary shall head any staff
assigned to the Working Group and any sub-
groups thereof, and such staff shall consist
exclusively of full-time or permanent part-
time Federal employees.

Sec. 3. Mission of Working Group. The
mission of the Working Group shall be to
identify actions and appropriate steps that
can be pursued, within existing resources, to
promote the safety of imported products, in-
cluding the following:

(a) reviewing or assessing current proce-
dures and methods aimed at ensuring the
safety of products exported to the United
States, including reviewing existing coopera-
tion with foreign governments, foreign man-
ufacturers, and others in the exporting coun-
try’s private sector regarding their inspection
and certification of exported goods and fac-
tories producing exported goods and consid-
ering whether additional initiatives should be
undertaken with respect to exporting coun-
tries or companies;

(b) identifying potential means to promote
all appropriate steps by U.S. importers to en-
hance the safety of imported products, in-
cluding identifying best practices by U.S. im-
porters in selection of foreign manufacturers,
inspecting manufacturing facilities, inspect-
ing goods produced on their behalf either be-
fore export or before distribution in the
United States, identifying origin of products,
and safeguarding the supply chain; and

(c) surveying authorities and practices of
Federal, State, and local government agen-
cies regarding the safety of imports to iden-
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tify best practices and enhance coordination
among agencies.

Sec. 4. Administration of Working Group.
The Chair shall, to the extent permitted by
law, provide administrative support and
funding for the Working Group.

Sec. 5. Recommendations of Working
Group. The Working Group shall provide
recommendations to the President, through
the Assistant to the President for Economic
Policy, on the matters set forth in section 3
within 60 days of the date of this order, un-
less the Chair determines that an extension
is necessary. The Working Group may take
other actions it considers appropriate to pro-
mote the safety of imported products.

Sec. 6. Termination of Working Group.
Following consultation with the Assistant to
the President for Economic Policy, the Chair
shall terminate the Working Group upon the
completion of its duties.

Sec. 7. General Provisions.

(a) Nothing in this order shall be construed
to impair or otherwise affect (i) authority
granted by law to a department, agency, or
the head thereof, or (ii) functions of the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and
Budget relating to budget, administrative, or
legislative proposals.

(b) This order shall be implemented con-
sistent with applicable law and subject to the
availability of appropriations.

(c) This order is not intended to, and does
not, create any right, benefit, or privilege,
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law
or in equity, by any party against the United
States, its departments, agencies, or entities,
its officers, employees, or agents, or any
other person.

George W. Bush
The White House,
July 18, 2007.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:46 a.m., July 19, 2007]

NotE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on July 20.
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Statement on the Resignation of Liza
Wright as Director of Presidential
Personnel

July 18, 2007

Liza Wright has served as a valuable mem-
ber of my team for over 4Y% years. As Assist-
ant to the President and Director of Presi-
dential Personnel, she has been responsible
for recruiting thousands of talented people
to serve throughout the Federal Govern-
ment. I value her judgment and appreciate
her commitment to ensuring that we have
the right individuals in place to serve the
American people. Laura and I wish Liza,
Karl, and their two daughters all the best.

Remarks on the Federal Budget and
a Question-and-Answer Session in
Nashville, Tennessee

July 19, 2007

The President. Thank you all. Please sit
down. Thank you all for coming. I'm glad
youre here. Thanks, Darrell. Are you sure
you want the Federal Government moving
to Nashville? [Laughter]

Thanks for the invitation. I've got some
thoughts I'd like to share with you, and then
if you've got some questions, I'd love to an-
swer some. My job is the Commander in
Chief, and my job is the educator in chief.
And part of being the educator in chief is
to help our fellow citizens understand why
I've made some of the decisions I've made
that have affected your lives. And so thanks
for letting me come.

Here we are in the Presidential ball-
room—smart move, Darrell, to pick a Presi-
dential ballroom. [Laughter] I'm sorry Laura
is not with me. She is, first of all, a fabulous
woman. She is a patient woman. And she is
doing a marvelous job as the First Lady.

I want to thank Ralph Schulz, the presi-
dent and CEO of the Nashville Area Cham-
ber. I thank the business leaders who have
allowed me to come and visit with you. You
do have an exciting city here. This, of course,
is not my first time here. I can remember
being here in the Opryland hotel complex
when I was the owner of the Texas Rangers
baseball team. And I can remember coming
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here for my mother and father’s 50th wed-
ding anniversary. They had a bunch of coun-
try and western singers sing to honor the 50th
wedding anniversary, and it was a special
time. And you're right; you've got a fabulous
city here.

I have just come from the Harrington’s
company, a small business here, the Nash-
ville Bun Company. And I know that some
of the employees from the Nashville Bun
Company are here. Thank you for being here
today. It’s quite an operation. I love going
to small businesses because the small-busi-
ness sector of our economy is really what
drives new job growth. If the small busi-
nesses are doing well in America, America
is doing well.

And so I went by to see this operation,
and I want to spend a little time talking about
small-business growth, if you don’t mind.
And so I want to thank the Harringtons;
they're good, solid Tennessee citizens who
are entrepreneurs, risk takers, dreamers.

I don’t intend to talk about this war against
radicals and extremism in my remarks. If
you've got questions, I'll be glad to answer
them. I do want to, though, pay homage to
those who wear the uniform. I'm honored
to be with you. Thanks for serving the coun-
try.
Cordia asked me in the limousine coming
over here, “Have you had any amazing expe-
riences as the President?” And, yes. [Laugh-
ter] I told her there’s no more amazing expe-
rience than to meet those who have served
in harm’s way and to realize the strength of
spirit of American citizens who volunteer
during a time of danger. And one of the
young men I have met during my Presi-
dency—I did so in my home State of Texas—
who is with us today, a man who is recovering
from terrible injury but has never lost the
spirit of life, Kevin Downs. He’s a good man.
We're going to get him some new legs, and
if he hurries up, he can outrun me on the
South Lawn of the White House. Proud that
Kevin’s mom and dad are here with us too.

I want to spend a little time on the econ-
omy and, more particularly, the budget.
You've got to worry about your budgets;
we've got to worry about your budget too,
since you're paying for it. [Laughter] There’s
a philosophical debate in Washington, and



